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@ Bimodal portable telephone. 

(57) A bimodal portable telephone provides cellu- 
lar service and improved cordless service in a 
common handset (107). Operation of the bimod- 
al portable telephone in a cellular telephone 
system provides telephone service over a wide 
geographical area of coverage through oper- 
ation with multiple cellular bases (104), and in a 
cordless telephone system provides telephone 
service over a localized geographical area of 
coverage through operation with an associated 
cordless base (115). The cordless service pro- 
vides improved performance over conventional 
cordless telephone service by advantageously 
employing a frequency hopping spread spec- 
trum modulation technique for communi- 
cations between the portable telephone (107) 
and the cordless base unit (115). This improved 
performance achieves increased operating 
range of the cordless telephone system. This 
increased operating range is particularly advan- 
tageous to the user of the portable telephone in 
that it permits this more economical system to 
be used over a much greater distance than is 
possible with conventional cordless telephone 
service. Also, commonality of circuitry within 
the portable telephone is facflitied through the 
selection of operating frequencies for the cord- 
less telephone system to be in close proximity 
with those of the cellular telephone system. 
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Background of the Invention 

1 . Technical Field 

This invention relates to portable telephones ar- 
ranged for operation in wireless communication sys- 
tems and more particular to a portable telephone ar- 
ranged for operation in dissimilar wireless communi- 
cation systems. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Portable telephones are used in a variety of wire- 
less communication systems. These communication 
systems include cellular radio systems and present- 
day cordless telephone systems which are growing in 
popularity; both having achieved broad customer ac- 
ceptance. Both of these systems have different pro- 
tocol interface requirements, however. 

Various types of cellular radio systems have been 
described which provide radio telephone service to a 
large number of mobile subscribers using a relatively 
small number of frequencies. Such service is provid- 
ed by dividing the service area into a number of cells 
and reusing the frequencies in non-adjacent cells. 
Once such system is described in The Bell Systems 
Technical Journal, Volume 58, January 1979, Num- 
ber 1, particularly in papers entitled "Advanced Mo- 
bile Phone Service: Introduction, Background and 
Objectives" by W. R. Young and The Cellular Con- 
cept" by V. H. MacDonald. 

Although a cellular radio system is capable of sat- 
isfactorily providing telephone service to portable tel- 
ephones over a wide area, a portable telephone op- 
erating in such system has to perform a number of 
complex procedures. These include registering with 
the closest cellular base station and communicating 
with this base station which, in turn, is arranged to re- 
ceive, set-up or hand-off a telephone call. The base 
station equipment also has to perform a number of 
complex procedures for carrying out these functions 
in the cellular radio system. Thus telephone service 
in a cellular radio system is complex and, for the pres- 
ent, expensive. 

Cordless radio systems have been available in 
the art for some time. One such system was first de- 
scribed in, for example, Telephony, July 22, 1967, pa- 
ges 38, 54 and 55, in an article entitled "Bell Labs is 
Developing New Lineless Telephone". In this article, 
the lineless telephone is described as performing the 
major functions or a regular telephone set, to wit, the 
unit connects with the telephone network via a radio 
I ink to a fixed station. This fixed station, in turn, is con- 
nected to a telephone line or extension line. This line- 
less telephone also provides simultaneous two-way 
conversation, as well as supervision (connecting and 
disconnection), dialing and ringing. 

Present-day cordless telephone arrangements, 



such as is described in United States Patent 
4,706,274 which issued to William Baker et al. on Nov 
10, 1987 and United States Patent 5,044,010 which 
issued to Richard Frenkiel et al. on August 27, 1991, 

5 have evolved from this basic wireless telephone sys- 
tem. These cordless telephones provide cordless tel- 
ephone service to the network in a less complex man- 
ner than the cellular telephones provide cellular tele- 
phone service. Also, because of the simpler circuitry 

10 employed in cordless telephone arrangements, cord- 
less telephone service is considerably more econom- 
ical to date than cellular radio service. The presently 
available cordless telephones, however, are not ca- 
pable of providing communications over a range that 

15 extends much beyond one's residence or office 
where an associated base for the cordless telephone 
is located. Also, there are only ten presently allocated 
communication channels (25 channels have been 
proposed) in the 46-49 MHz range in the United 

20 States, for example, over which this type cordless tel- 
ephone may operate. Thus, not only is there a limita- 
tion of insufficient operating range, there is also the 
potential problem of locating an available or free 
channel with these telephones as they continue to in- 

25 crease in popularity. Moreover, voice privacy also 
suffers in that others may move to and monitor a 
channel occupied by a user of this type of cordless tel- 
ephone. 

In an effort to obtain the beneficial aspects of 
30 both cordless and cellular service, one arrangement 
described in United States Patent 4,989,230 provides 
a cellular-cordless telephone in which a cellular trans- 
ceiver and a cordless transceiver are combined in a 
single housing. Although this arrangement provides 
35 for improved wireless service by using both cordless 
and cellular transceivers, the cordless transceiver of 
this arrangement has the above described limitations 
of insufficient operating range, limited channel avail- 
ability and lack of user privacy. 

40 

Summary of the Invention 

In accordance with the invention, a bimodal port- 
able telephone provides wide area cellular service 

45 and improved cordless or neighborhood area service 
in a common handset Operation of the bimodal port- 
able telephone in a cellular telephone system pro- 
vides telephone service over a wide geographical 
area of coverage by communicating through multiple 

so cellular bases and in a cordless telephone system 
provides telephone service over a localized geo- 
graphical area of coverage by communicating 
through an associated cordless base. 

In accordance with one aspect of the disclosure, 

55 the cordless service provides improved performance 
over conventional cordless telephone service by ad- 
vantageously employing a frequency hopping, 
spread spectrum modulation technique for communi- 
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cations between the portable telephone and its asso- 
ciated cordless base. This improved performance 
achieves, by way of example, increased operating 
range, voice privacy, interference avoidance and im- 
proved operation in signal-hostile environments such 
as are present in large buildings. The increased op- 
erating range of the cordless telephone system is par- 
ticularly advantageous to the user of the portable tel- 
ephone in that it permits this more economical system 
to be used over a much larger geographical range 
than is possible with convention cordless telephone 
service. 

In accordance with another aspect of the disclo- 
sure. Hie architecture of the bi modal portable tele- 
phone is arranged to be optimally efficient by advan- 
tageously selecting operating frequencies for the 
cordless telephone system to be in close proximity 
with those of the cellular telephone system. Common- 
ality of circuitry within the portable telephone is there- 
by facilitied. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a wireless telephone sys- 
tem having two distinct protocol interface sys- 
tems covering a wide area and a local area re- 
spectively; 

FIG. 2 is a graph of representative frequency 
spectra which may support the differing protocol 
interfaces of the wide and local area; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic of a portable telephone 
handset operative in both protocol interfaces in 
the wireless radiotelephone systems depicted in 
FIGS. 1 and 2; and 

FIGS. 4 through 6 depict flow diagrams detailing 
operations of the portable telephone handset of 
FIG. 3. 

Detailed Description 

An arrangement of wireless communication sys- 
tems may involve a variety of individual protocol inter- 
faces having differing operating frequencies and 
characteristics. A public telephone network 101 and 
other system components which support the respec- 
tively different protocol interfaces is diagrammatically 
shown in FIG. 1. The public telephone network 101 is 
shown connected, via a trunk 1 02, to a mobile switch- 
ing center (MSC) 103 which serves as the control 
center for a cellular telephone system. The MSC 103 
is connected to a base station (BS) 104, via a trunk 
1 05. BS 1 04 includes the necessary control and radio 
transmission and reception equipment to provide su- 
pervisory, control and communication channels to a 
plurality of portable telephone handsets 107 typically 
served in the coverage area of the base station. In 
this scenario, the portable handset may be used to 
communicate with the public land telephone network 



101 through the cellular telephone network. 

The public telephone network 101 is also con- 
nected to a cordless telephone base station (CS) 115 
located at a residence or, alternatively, connected to 

5 a PBX or key system included in a business or office 
structure. A portable telephone handset 107 also is 
used to communicate with the public telephone net- 
work 101 via the CS 115. The two handsets 107 
shown in FIG. 1 are, in accordance with the disci o- 

10 sure, identical instruments capable of operating in 
both cellular and cordless radiotelephone service 
areas. The mode of operation is determined by inter- 
actions of the handset 107 with either the BS 104 or 
the CS 115, with the supervisory and control channel 

15 interactions as shown in FIG. 4 though 6. 

The wide serving area of a cellular serving BS 
1 04 generally covers a geographical range of several 
miles. The area for such geographical range is select- 
ed in accordance with the expected cellular user traf- 

20 fie The local area coverage of present day cordless 
telephones is normally 1000 feet or less. 

Typically, the cellular system uses frequencies in 
the 800 - 900 MHz frequency band range (i.e. a FCC 
licensed frequency range), while cordless systems 

25 typically operate at a frequencies dose to or within 
the 46 MHz to 49 MHz frequency range (i.e. an unli- 
censed frequency range). The wide difference be- 
tween these frequencies is an inhibiting factor in ena- 
bling a single radiotelephone handset to function ef- 

30 f iciently in both cellular and cordless coverage areas. 
Thus, the typical dedicated radio telephone handset 
of the prior art is operative in one of the illustrative 
serving areas and incompatible with and inoperative 
in the other one of the serving areas. Even when op- 

35 eration in both areas is provided in a single radiotele- 
phone handset, as described in United States Patent 
4,989,230, the range of operation in the cordless cov- 
erage range is limited to 1000 feet or less. Also com- 
monality of circuitry within this type of radiotelephone 

40 handset is limited to only a few components. U. S. Pa- 
tent application Serial No. 08/102,037, filed in the 
name of R. R. Miller etal. on August 4, 1993, is direct- 
ed to a wireless radio telephone system which ad- 
dresses in a different manner the same problems we 

45 have addressed in our invention. 

In accordance with an embodiment of the inven- 
tion, a single handset designed to be operative in a 
spread spectrum, frequency hopping telephone sys- 
tem and a cellular telephone system is provided. 

so A general overview of spread spectrum technol- 
ogy including frequency hopping systems is provided 
by R. C. Dixon, Spread Spectrum Systems, New 
York: John Wiley & Sons, 1984, by U. S. Patent 
4,479,226 issued to V. K. Prabhu et al. on October 23, 

55 1 984, U. S. Patent 4,850,036 issued to J. W. Smith on 
July 18, 1989, and U. S. Patent 5,353,341 issued to 
M. E. Gillis et al. on October 4, 1994. The specific re- 
quirements for the frequency hopping system in 



3 



5 



EP 0 656 735 A2 



6 



which this portable telephone handset is designed to 
operate are set forth in a Report and Order in General 
Docket No. 89-354, this Report and Order being 
adopted by the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion on June 14, 1990 and released on July 9, 1990. 

The line of sight range of the CS 115 is typically 
6 miles when communicating with the handset 107 
through a roof mounted antenna, illustratively shown 
as antenna 116 and is between 1 to 2 miles when 
communicating with the handset 107 through an an- 
tenna, illustratively shown as antenna 117, connected 
directly to the CS 115. Thus the benefit of having the 
more economical cordless telephone service is pro- 
vided to a user over a much greater geographical 
range. Also, the selection of frequencies for the cord- 
less system such that they are in close proximity with 
those of the cellular telephone system facilitates the 
use of common circuitry within the single portable tel- 
ephone handset operative in both cellular and cord- 
less protocol interfaces. 

Suitable illustrative frequency ranges for optimal 
use with the bimodal portable handset, diagrammat- 
ically shown in FIG. 3 and described in detail later 
herein, are shown in the frequency graph of FIG. 2. 
This bimodal portable handset is operative in both the 
frequency hopping system and the cellular radio sys- 
tem. As shown in the graph a typical cellular base sta- 
tion may transmit at a band of frequencies 201 en- 
compassing a range of 870 MHz to 894 MHz and re- 
ceive communication signals within a band of fre- 
quencies 202 from 824 MHz to 849 MHz. The bimodal 
portable handset while operating in a cellular mode 
may transmit in the frequency band 203 of 824 MHz 
to 849 MHz. Its receiving band of frequencies 204 in 
the cellular mode is 870 MHz to 894 MHz. 

The cordless frequency bands of operation are 
selected in a frequency band just above the cellular 
band of frequencies and different from the present 
frequency band used by cordless telephone systems. 
This higher frequency band is one selected from what 
is designated by the FCC as the Industrial, Scientific 
and Medical (ISM) frequency bands. 

The illustrative bimodal portable handset is oper- 
ative to receive and transmit cordless radiotelephone 
signals in a frequency band 205 of between 902 MHz 
and 928 MHz. This frequency band is within the pro- 
visions for spread-spectrum frequency hopping use 
as permitted by the Federal Communication Commis- 
sion (FCC). And the cordless base station unit is op- 
erative to transmit and receive signals in a frequency 
band 207 of between 902 MHz to 928 MHz. 

A bimodal portable handset, constructed to effi- 
ciently utilize the above described plurality of radio 
frequency band spectra in both cellular and cordless 
systems, is shown in block schematic form in FIG. 3. 

In the operation of the bimodal portable handset, 
a radio-frequency (RF) received signal is received 
over a single antenna 301. The received signal, de- 



pending upon the selected configuration of the hand- 
set, i.e., as a cordless telephone or a cellular tele- 
phone, is routed differently. The received signal is 
routed to a duplexer 351 over line 302 when the hand- 

5 set is configured as a cellular handset and to a ISM 
band pass filter 311 via a pin-diode switch 312 when 
the handset is configured as a cordless telephone. 
The configuring of the handset and the routing of sig- 
nals in this handset are further described in detail 

w herein below. Power for the operation of each of the 
components in the handset is provided by a battery 
345. 

First, with reference to signal reception operation 
of the bimodal handset while this handset is cortf ig- 

15 ured in the cordless telephone mode, the signal from 
the bandpass filter 311 is coupled to a pin-diode 
switch 313 and then to a low noise amplifier 314. 
From the low-noise amplifier 314, the cordless re- 
ceive signal is coupled to a mixer 315 via a pin-diode 

20 switch 316. The mixer 315, when the handset is con- 
figured for operation in the cordless receive mode re- 
ceives a range of frequencies from a quick response 
synthesizer 317 which provides an output frequency 
of between 936.755 MHz and 962.755 MHz to gener- 

25 ate an IF frequency of 34.755 MHz for cordless oper- 
ation of the handset This output frequency is coupled 
to and filtered in a first cordless intermediate frequen- 
cy (IF) filter 318. The frequency of the synthesizer 
317 is determined by a microprocessor 340 which 

30 may be, for example, a microprocessor available from 
Motorola as Part No. 6805. The IF filter 318 is coupled 
into the circuit via Schottky diode switches 319 and 
320. From the IF filter 318, the signal is coupled to a 
low noise IF amplifier 321. 

35 From the amplifier 321 , the cordless receive sig- 
nal is coupled to a mixer 322 where it is mixed with a 
signal from a crystal oscillator 323, which operates at 
45.455 MHz. From the mixer 322, a 10.7 MHz signal 
is generated and is coupled to a second cordless IF 

40 filter 324 via a Schottky diode switch 325. This IF fil- 
ter 324 provides a frequency bandpass at 10.7 MHz. 
From the IF filter 324, the signal is coupled to a low 
noise amplifier 327 via Schottky diode switch 326. 
From the amplifier 327, the signal is coupled via a 

45 Schottky diode switch 329 to a third cordless IF filter 
328 which also provides a frequency bandpass at 
10.7 MHz. From the IF filter 328, the signal is switch- 
ed via a Schottky diode switch 330 to a low noise am- 
plifier 331. 

so From the amplifier 331 , the signal is coupled to a 
FM demodulator 332 where the multiple level digital 
signal is recovered. From the demodulator 332, the 
signal is coupled to an analog-to-digital (A/D) conver- 
ter 333 where multiple samples of the digital signal 

55 are provided for processing in a baseband circuit 334. 
The baseband circuit 334 accurately recovers audio 
signals, provides timing information for the synthes- 
izer 317 and interfaces with the microprocessor 340. 



4 



7 



EP 0 656 735 A2 



8 



From ttie baseband circuit 334, the signal is provided 
to a conventional audio interface circuit 335 for pro- 
viding an audio interface to a user of the portable 
handset 

Referring next to signal transmission operation of s 
the bimodal portable handset while this handset is 
configured in the cordless telephone mode, the signal 
from the audio interface circuit 335 is provided to the 
baseband circuit 334 and then to a reference synthes- 
izer and FM modulator 336, which may be, for exam- w 
pie, a phase-locked-Joop. This reference synthesizer 
and modulator 336 operates at 45 MHz while the 
handset is configured for operation in the cordless tel- 
ephone mode. From the modulator 336, the transmit 
signal is coupled to a mixer 337 where the 45 MHz sig- 15 
nal is mixed with a 947 MHz to 973 MHz signal pro- 
vided by the quick response synthesizer 317 which 
provides the required frequency hopping by jumping 
among these frequencies in accordance with a pseu- 
dorandom order described in U. S. Patent 5,353,341 . 20 

From the mixer 337, a 902 MHz to 928 MHz cord- 
less transmit signal is coupled to an amplifier driver 
338 and then to a RF power amplifier 339. From the 
RF power amplifier 339, the cordless transmit signal 
is coupled through the pin diode switch 313, which 25 
completes a path from the power amplifier 339 to the 
ISM bandpass filter 311 when the handset is transmit- 
ting while configured in the cordless telephone mode. 
From this filter 311, the cordless transmit signal is 
coupled through the pin diode switch 31 2 and onto the 30 
antenna 301 . 

Referring next to the signal reception operation of 
the bimodal handset while this handset is configured 
in the cellular telephone mode, a 869 MHz to 894 MHz 
cellular signal received at the antenna 301 is coupled 35 
through the duplexer 351 to a low noise preamplifier 
352. From this low-noise preamplifier 352, the cellu- 
lar receive signal is coupled to the mixer 315 via the 
pin-diode switch 316. The mixer 315, when the hand- 
set is configured for operation in the cellular receive 40 
mode, receives a range of frequencies of 914 MHz to 
939 MHz from the synthesizer 317 in order to gener- 
ate an IF frequency of 45 MHz. The IF frequency sig- 
nal of 45 MHz from the mixer 315 is coupled to and 
filtered in a first cellular receive IF filter 354. The IF 45 
filter 354 is coupled into the circuit via the Schottky 
diode switches 319 and 320. From the IF filter 354, 
the signal is coupled to the low noise IF amplifier 321 . 

From the IF amplifier 321 , the cellular receive sig- 
nal is coupled to the mixer 322 where it is mixed with so 
a signal from the crystal oscillator 323, which oper- 
ates at 45.455 MHz. At the mixer 322, a cellular re- 
ceive signal of 455 KHz is generated and coupled to 
a second cellular IF filter 355 via the Schottky diode 
switch 325. This second cellular IF filter 355 provides 55 
a bandpass at 455 KHz. From the second cellular IF 
filter 355, the signal is coupled to the low noise am- 
plifier 327 via Schottky diode 326. From the amplifier 



327, the signal is coupled via the Schottky diode 329 
to a third IF filter 356 which also provides a bandpass 
at 455 KHz. From the third IF filter 356, the signal is 
switched via the Schottky diode switch 330 to the low 
noise amplifier 331 . 

From the amplifier 331, the signal is coupled to 
the FM demodulator 332 where the voice signal, the 
supervisory audio tone (SAT) signal and the wide- 
band data are recovered. From the demodulator 332, 
the signal is coupled to the A/D converter 333 where 
the audio signal, the supervisory audio tone (SAT) 
signal and the wideband data are provided for proc- 
essing in the baseband circuit 334. The baseband cir- 
cuit 334 processes the audio signal, accurately recov- 
ers the SAT signal, recovers wide band data and in- 
terfaces with the microprocessor 340. From the base- 
band circuit 334, the audio signal is provided to the 
audio interface circuit 335. 

Referring lastly to the signal transmission opera- 
tion of the bimodal portable handset while this hand- 
set is configured in the cellular transmit mode, the sig- 
nal from the audio interface circuit 335 is provided to 
the baseband circuit 334 and then to the reference 
synthesizer and FM modulator 336. In the cellular 
transmit mode, this synthesizer and FM modulator 
336 operates at 90 MHz, for obtaining the cellular 
transmit signal which includes the modulated audio, 
SAT and wide band data signals. From the modulator 
336, the cellular transmit signal is coupled to the mix- 
er 337 where the 90 MHz signal is mixed with a signal 
between 914 MHz and 939 MHz from the synthesizer 
317. From the mixer 337, the cellular transmit signal 
of between 824 MHz and 849 MHz is coupled to the 
amplifier driver 338 for a first level of amplification. 
From the driver 338, the cellular transmit signal is 
coupled to the RF power amplifier 339 for a second 
level of amplification. From the RF- power amplifier 
339, the transmit signal is coupled through the du- 
plexer 351 onto the antenna 301. 

The control of the bimodal portable handset, in 
selecting the mode of operation, is determined by a 
stored program included in the microprocessor 340. 
Many of the stored programs therein are standard in 
existing wireless telephones, well known to those skil- 
led in the art and hence are not further discussed 
herein. The stored programs contributing to the differ- 
ing operating mode capability are disclosed in the 
flow diagrams shown in FIGS. 4 to 6. The processes 
detailed include an initialization procedure after 
which, depending upon the user selected options, a 
call may be initiated and received via the frequency 
hopping system which provides local service or may 
be initiated and received via the cellular radio system 
which provides cellular service. Also a standby state 
in which the handset may monitor both a channel in 
the frequency hopping system and a channel in the 
cellular radio system for receipt of a call in either sys- 
tem is facilitated. 
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The initialization procedure is invoked as soon as 
power in the bimodal portable handset is turned on, 
as indicated by step 401 . Although the power may be 
turned on as indicated by step 401, alternatively, the 
handset may be configured to always be powered on 
as long as the option for the handset to operate in the 
frequency hopping system is selected because of the 
power savings operation available in this mode. The 
process advances to step 403 and the indicators of 
the portable handset are turned off. Block 405 reads 
the selected features and options that are stored in a 
memory contained in the portable handset These op- 
tions and features also may be read from an external 
memory supplied by a user such as contained within 
a smart card memory device. A subsequent decision 
407 inquires if the local system (Le.cordless) option 
has been enabled by the user. An affirmative decision 
causes the process to proceed to step 409. This step 
commands the receiver in the portable handset to 
tune to a predetermined cordless setup channel des- 
ignated as channel 51 , which is a channel selected via 
a pseudo random process for initiating communica- 
tions between the cordless base station and the port- 
able handset as described in U.S. Patent 5,353,341. 

If only the local system (cordless option) is en- 
abled, the handset enters a power cycling routine to 
conserve battery life by reducing the current drain on 
the battery. From step 409, the process proceeds to 
step 451 , as shown in FIG. 5, where a wake-up timer, 
which expires or times-out in 360 milliseconds, is 
started. The process then advances to step 452 
where all other nonessential circuitry in the handset 
is turned off. The process next advances to decision 
453 where a determination is made as to whether a 
key on the handset keypad has been pushed. If not, 
the process advances to decision 454 where ft deter- 
mines whether the wake-up timer has expired. If this 
timer has not expired, the process returns to decision 
453 and continues in this loop until either the timer ex- 
pires or a key is pushed on the handset keypad. 

If a key is determined to have been pushed in de- 
cision 453, specific circuitry in the handset, which 
monitors this function, determines in decision 455 
whether the key push requires the handset to commu- 
nicate with the base station. If the key push does not 
require the handset to communicate with the base 
station, the circuitry acts on the key push in step 456 
and the process returns to decision 453 where it de- 
termines once again if a key has been pushed. If at 
decision 455, however, it is determined that the key 
push requires the handset to communicate with the 
base station, the process advances to step 457 where 
the handset transmitter is turned on and the initiali- 
zation sync pattern transmitted on channel 51 for 120 
milliseconds. The process then advances to step 458 
where a 40 millisecond timer is started. The process 
similarly advances to this step 458 from decision 454 
once it has been determined that the wake-up timer 



has expired. 

From step 458, the process advances to step 459 
where the handset is powered up into its minimum 
power operating state. In this state, the receiver and 

5 other minimum circuitry in the handset, necessary for 
determining if a RF signal is being transmitted by the 
base station, are turned on. From step 459, the proc- 
ess advances to decision 460 where it is determined 
whether the base station is sending the initialization 

w sync pattern on channel 51. The initialization sync 
pattern generally comprises a dotting sequency sig- 
nal followed by a security code and a barker code. If 
the base station is not sending the initialization sync 
pattern, the process advances to decision 461 where 

15 it is determined if the 40 millisecond timer has ex- 
pired. If this timer has expired, the handset has not re- 
ceived the RF signal from the base station and the 
process returns to the step 451 . If the 40 millisecond 
timer has not expired, the process returns to the de- 

20 cision 460 and continues to look for the sync pattern 
on channel 51. 

If the handset has determined in decision 460 
that the base unit is sending the initialization sync 
pattern on channel 51 , then the process advances to 

25 decision 462 where a determination is made as to 
whether the handset has acquired synchronization or 
-BIG SYNC on channel 51. BIG SYNC is achieved 
when a frame position of the handset receiver is 
aligned with the base unit transmitter. If BIG SYNC 

30 has not been achieved, the process advances to de- 
cision 463 where it is determined if the 40 millisecond 
timer has expired. If this timer has expired, the hand- 
set has not received BIG SYNC in the allotted time 
from the base station and the process returns to the 

ss step 451 . If the 40 millisecond timer has not expired, 
the process returns to the decision 462 and continues 
to look for BIG SYNC on channel 51. 

Once BIG SYNC is acquired on channel 51 , as re- 
flected in decision 462, the process advances to step 

40 464 where an 800 millisecond timer is started. From 
this step, the process then advances to step 465 
where the transceiver, i.e., the transmitter section 
and the receiver section, is tuned to channel 52 where 
the receiver begins to listen for the initialization sync 

45 pattern. Channel 52, like channel 51, is a predeter- 
mined cordless setup channel selected via a pseudor- 
andom process. From decision 465, the process ad- 
vances to decision 466 where it is determined wheth- 
er BIG SYNC has been acquired by the handset on 

so channel 52. If not, the process advances to decision 
467 where it is determined if the 800 millisecond timer 
has expired. If this timer has expired, the handset has 
not acquired BIG SYNC in the allotted time from the 
base station and the process returns to the step 451 . 

55 If the 800 millisecond timer has not expired, the proc- 
ess returns to the decision 466 and continues to look 
for BIG SYNC on channel 52. 

If BIG SYNC is acquired on channel 52, the proc- 
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ess advances from decision 466 to step 468 where a 
400 millisecond timer is started. Next the process ad- 
vances to step 469 where the transmitter in the hand- 
set begins to transmit its initialization sync pattern to 
the base station on channel 52. The base station will 
receive this initialization sync pattern from the hand- 
set, as earlier described herein with regard to the 
process in FIG. 3, and send a hop message to the 
handset 

From the step 469, the process advances to de- 
cision 470 where the handset determines whether the 
hop message has arrived, if not, the process advanc- 
es to decision 471 where it is determined if the 400 
millisecond timer has expired. If this timer has ex- 
pired, the handset has not received the hop message 
in the allotted time from the base station and the proc- 
ess returns to the step 451. If the 400 millisecond 
timer has not expired, the process returns to the de- 
cision 470 and continues to look for the hop message. 
Once the hop message has been received, as reflect- 
ed in decision 470, the handset begins its countdown 
sequence to the time at which the frequency hopping 
sequence is to start When the countdown sequence 
ends, the routine for the low power monitoring mode 
is exited and the process enters the handset hop rou- 
tine at step 472. From step 472, the local service in- 
dicator is turned on indicating that local service has 
been obtained. As long as hop messages from the 
base station are received, as in decision 475, the 
handset continues the hop routine in decision 476. If 
the hop message is interrupted or the signal from the 
base station degrades to a level where reception of 
the hop messages is poor, or intermittent the local 
service indicator is turned off at step 429. 

To prevent unexpected interruption of local ser- 
vice, the user of the handset is informed by an audible 
signal when he or she is approaching the outer limit 
of the operating range of the handset when located re- 
mote from the cordless base station. This feature is 
provided by measuring the accumulated bit errors on 
certain channels and determining if the received sig- 
nal strength is above a predetermined acceptable sig- 
nal quality threshold. From step 429, the process ad- 
vances to step 431 (FIG. 4) wherein the options set 
in memory are again read. The process next advanc- 
es to decision 433 to determine if the cellular opera- 
tion option has been enabled by the user. 

Referring once again to decision 407, a no re- 
sponse to the query of this decision also causes the 
process to proceed directly to the decision 433. If cel- 
lular service has been enabled at this decision, the 
step 435 performs the conventional cellular setup 
channel acquisition process. The subsequent deci- 
sion 437 determines if a cellular set up channel is 
available. If no cellular set up channel is available the 
process returns to the step 403. If such a setup chan- 
nel is available, however, a subsequent decision 439 
determines if the system ID is valid in concert with the 



cellular network. With an invalid ID the process again 
returns to the step 403. With a valid ID the process 
proceeds to step 441 which turns on the cellular ser- 
vice indicator and which indicates if the portable 

5 handset is in a home or roam mode. The process next 
advances to step 442 which through its instructions 
monitors the cellular set up channel. 

From step 442, the process advances to decision 
443. This decision 443 determines if an incoming call 

w or cellular page message has been received by the 
portable handset If a page message has been re- 
ceived then the instructions of step 444 cause a page 
response to be issued answering the page message 
received from the cellular base station in accord with 

15 conventional cellular standards. The process next ad- 
vances to decision 445 which determines if a cellular 
audio channel has been assigned. Once the cellular 
voice channel has been assigned, the instructions of 
step 446 set the transceiver, i.e., the transmitter seo 

20 tion and receiver of the handset to the designated 
cellular audio channel and as per instructions of step 
447 the portable handset is thus enabled operative in 
the cellular system. 

While the handset is active in a cellular call state, 

25 the decision 448 continually determines if SAT tone 
is present If the SAT tone is present, the process re- 
turns to step 447 and the cellular call is continued. If 
the SAT tone is not present the call is dropped, as per 
the instructions of decision 449 and the process re- 
do turns to step 405. 

After the initialization procedure is performed in 
accordance with the processes described in FIG. 4 
and FIG. 5, the handset may be configured to a stand- 
by state wherein the receiver section monitors both a 

35 selected radio frequency channel in the frequency 
hopping system and a selected one from a group of 
channels in the cellular radio system. This option is 
advantageously set in memory in the handset and is 
selected as an option to perform after the initialization 

40 procedure wherein the availability of a cellular setup 
channel has been determined. 

The process is entered at step 601 where a timer 
1 is started. From step 601, the process advances to 
step 602 where the handset receiver is configured to 

45 monitor the cordless setup channel 51. From step 
602, the process advances to decision 603 which de- 
termines if the cordless base station is sending an ini- 
tialization sync pattern on channel 51 . The timer 1 ac- 
cessed by the process in step 601 has a period of, typ- 

50 ically, 50 milliseconds or just long enough to deter- 
mine if the cordless base station is sending an initial- 
ization sync pattern on channel 51 in decision 603. If 
the sync pattern is being received, the process jumps 
from decision 603 to the point indicated in the routine 

55 shown in FIG. 5 for establishing synchronization with 
the cordless telephone base station. If the sync pat- 
tern is not being received, the process advances to 
the decision 604 where it is determined if timer 1 has 
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expired. If this timer 1 has not expired, the process re- 
turns to decision 603 and again listens for the initial- 
ization sync pattern on channel 51. 

Once the timer 1 has expired, a timer 2 is started 
in step 605. This timer 2 has a time period, typically 
350 milliseconds, which is much longer than that of 
timer 1 so that this timer 2 is able to monitor in step 
606 aO but a small portion of the data stream being 
generated on the cellular setup channel. That small 
portion not being monitored is the time period used by 
timer 1 while the handset determines if it is receiving 
a cordless telephone call. Thus the time period de- 
fined by timer 2 is sufficient to detect if a cellular page 
message for the handset is being received by deci- 
sion 607, if not the first time the page message is 
transmitted, then certainly the second time such 
message is transmitted. From decision 607, if it is de- 
termined that a cellular page message has not been 
received, then the process advances to the decision 
608. if a cellular page message has been received, 
the process jumps to the point indicated in the routine 
shown in FIG. 4 for establishing a cellular active call 
state with a cellular base station. 

At decision 608, the process determines if the 
timer 2 has expired. If not, the process continue to 
monitor the cellular setup channel. If the timer 2 has 
expired, the process returns to the step 601 where the 
timer 1 is again restarted. Thus the handset receiver 
cycles between the frequency hopping system and 
the cellular radio system at a rate determined by the 
timer 1 and the timer 2 while in the standby state 
awaiting a call in either of these two systems. 

Various other modifications of this invention are 
contemplated and may obviously be resorted to by 
those skilled in the art without departing from the spir- 
it and scope of the invention as hereinafter defined by 
the appended claims. 



Claims 

1 . A portable telephone handset (107) including: 

circuit means for communicating with a 
first base station (1 1 5) configured for operation in 
a frequency hopping system and for communicat- 
ing with a second base station (104) configured 
for operation in a cellular radio system; and 

control means (340)for selectably config- 
uring said circuit means for operation of the hand- 
set in either of said frequency hopping system or 
said cellular radio system. 

2. A handset as claimed in claim 1 wherein the cir- 
cuit means includes baseband circuitry (334,335) 
for processing received radiotelephone signals 
and signals generated by a user of the handset, 
and radio-frequency circuit means (317,336-339) 
for commonly generating signals in the handset 



both for transmission to said first base station op- 
erating in said frequency hopping system and for 
transmission to said second base station operat- 
ing in said cellular radio system. 

5 

3. A handset as claimed in claim 2 wherein the ra- 
dio-frequency circuit means includes a first syn- 
thesizer (317) for providing a selected frequency 
for use in determining the frequency of a radio- 
to frequency signal for transmission by the handset, 

the control means (340) configuring said first 
synthesizer for providing the selected frequency 
from a range of selected frequencies for use in 
operating in said frequency hopping system and 
15 said cellular radio system. 

4. A handset as claimed in claim 3 wherein the ra- 
dio-frequency circuit means includes a second 
synthesizer (336) for providing a reference fre- 

20 quency for use in determining the frequency of 

the radio-frequency signal for transmission by 
the handset and a mixer (337) for combining the 
selected frequency and the reference frequency 
for generating the radio-frequency signal for 

25 transmission by the handset 

5. A handset as claimed in claim 4 wherein the ra- 
dio-frequency circuit means includes amplifying 
means (338,339) for amplifying both radb-fre- 

30 quency signals generated for transmission to 
said first base station configured for operation in 
said frequency hopping system and to said sec- 
ond base station configured for operation in said 
cellular radio system. 

35 

6. A handset as claimed in claim 1 wherein the cir- 
cuit means includes receive signal means 
(301,311-315; 301 ,351 ,352,31 5) for receiving ra- 
dio-frequency signals from said first base station 

40 while configured for operation in said frequency 
hopping system and from said second base sta- 
tion while conf igured for operation in said cellular 
radio system. 

45 7. A handset as claimed in claim 6 including standby 
circuit means for configuring the handset to a 
standby state, the receive signal means being 
configured by the standby circuit means for mon- 
itoring both a selected radio frequency channel in 

50 said frequency hopping system and a selected 
one from a group of channels in said cellular radio 
system while in said standby state. 

8. A handset as claimed in claim 7 wherein the re- 
55 ceive signal means includes means for monitor- 
ing the selected radio frequency channel in said 
frequency hopping system for a first time period 
for detecting an incoming call on said frequency 
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hopping system directed to the handset and for 
monitoring the selected one from a group of chan- 
nels in said cellular radio system for a second 
time period for detecting an incoming call on said 
cellular radio system directed to the handset said 
second time period being greater than said first 
time period. 

9. A handset as claimed in claim 8 wherein the mon- 
itoring means includes means for cycling be- 
tween said first and second time period while the 
handset is in the standby state. 

10. A handset as claimed in claim 6 wherein the re- 
ceive signal means includes first radio-frequency 
circuit means for receiving the radio-frequency 
signals from said first base station and second 
radio-frequency circuit means for receiving the 
radio-frequency signals from said second base 
station. 

11. A handset as claimed in claim 10 wherein the re- 
ceive signal means includes switching means 
(31 6,31 9,320,321 ,326,329,330) opera bly re- 
sponsive to said control means for interconnect- 
ing commonly shared multiple amplifier means 
(353,321,327,331) to the first radio-frequency 
circuit means when the handset is configured for 
operation in said frequency hopping system and 
to the second radio-frequency circuit means 
when the handset is configured for operation in 
said cellular radio system. 

12. A handset as claimed in claim 11 including means 
for initializing the handset for operation with one 
of the first or second base stations, the handset 
including means for originating calls from the 
handset to one of the first or second base stations 
and for receiving calls from one of the first or sec- 
ond base stations. 

13. A handset as claimed in claim 1 2 wherein the call 
originating means includes means for connecting 
said handset and said first base unit for exchang- 
ing radio signals when said handset is within re- 
ception range of the first base unit, said connect- 
ing means connecting said handset to said sec- 
ond base unit when said handset is outside of the 
reception range of said first base unit 

14. A method of selectively operating a portable tel- 
ephone handset the method including the steps 
of: 

communicating with a first base station 
(115) configured for operation in a frequency 
hopping system; 

communicating with a second base station 
(104) configured for operation in a cellular radio 



system; and 

configuring the handset selectably for op- 
eration in either of said frequency hopping sys- 
tem or said cellular radio system. 

5 

15. A method as claimed in claim 14 including the 
steps of receiving radio-frequency signals from 
said first base station while configured for oper- 
ation in said frequency hopping system and re- 

10 cerving radio-frequency signals from said second 
base station while configured for operation in 
said cellular radio system. 

16. A method as claimed in claim 15 including the 
15 step of configuring the handset to a standby state 

and monitoring both a selected radio frequency 
channel in said frequency hopping system and a 
selected one from a group of channels in said cel- 
lular radio system while in said standby state. 

20 
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